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Storer might choose to tell Lord Auckland that " the country throughout have told Mr. Pitt that they will not go to war."' But, apart from an influential deputation from Manchester, there was no decided protest. Seven weeks later Pitt admitted to Ewart that it would have been difficult to keep his party together in the event of war, and if he had "to state, as would then be indispensable, the precise ground on which it arose."3 But the news which arrived up to 2;th March clearly warranted the hope that Russia would give way. Then, however, the diplomatic situation underwent a curious change.
On the 27th, then, that is, on the very day on which the Cabinet sent off the decisive despatches referred to above, most disconcerting news from Lord Auckland reached the Foreign Office. It was to this effect:
With rtspect to the good disposition of the Count of Vienna, which is made the groundwork of His Prussian Majesty's Instruction of the nth inst. to M. de Redern, I think it material to mention to Your Grace that, in a subsequent letter of the i2th, in cypher, which is gone by this day's mail to M. de Redern (and which I have happened to see), His Prussian Majesty states in terms of the strongest uneasiness that the Emperor's conduct becomes more suspicious and that he evidently intends to defeat the whole Convention of Reichenbach; that he has given up his own opinion to that of Messrs, de Kaunitz and Cobenzl and, particularly, that he is collecting large magazines and preparations in the neighbourhood of Cologne, which M. de Redern is instructed to mention to Your Grace as a subject of just uneasiness.3
This sudden transition from a warlike resolve to timorous prudence in part resulted from the Prussian monarch's habit of listening to two sets of advisers. Hertzberg whispered peaceful advice into one ear, while the other took in the bellicose counsels of IVischoffswerder; and the royal mind sent forth to London both sets of impressions. Other proofs were soon at hand betokening a reaction towards pleasure and inertia. Hertzberg, so Jackson reported, sought to enforce the cession of Danzig and Thorn as a sine gud non. of Prussia's acting conjointly with England—a step which obviously aimed at hindering such action.
Still more important was the news that came from Copen-
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3 "F. O.," Holland, 34-vhc lim figures, which show thai the Ministry regained ground on 151)1 April.
